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disciplined, our daily experience is that of fighting or swearing
at one another on the slightest pretext.

This, the richest grace of ahimsa will descend easily upon
the owner of hard discipline.    -

New Delhi, 8-12-'47
Harijan, 14-12-1947
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INDIA'S HERITAGE
Gandhiji in his post-prayer address said that the Prime
Minister of Burma had been to see him. He was full of
humilitjr. Gandhiji told him that though India was- a great
country geographically and its culture was ancient, today there
was nothing for Burma to learn from India although India had
given birth to Guru Nanak who taught love and tolerance for all.
The Sikhs were to be friends with the Hindus, the Muslims and
everybody. It was wrong to make a difference between the
Sikhs and the Hindus. Master Tara Singh had compared the
Hindus and the Sikhs to the nail and the nailbed. No one, he
said, could separate the two, Gandhiji was glad to hear it.
Who was Guru Nanak, if not a Hindu? The Guru Growth was
full of the teachings of the Vedos. Hinduism was like a mighty
ocean which received and absorbed all religious truths. It. was
a tragedy that India and the Hindus seemed to have forgotten
their heritage. They seemed to be engaged in fratricidal strife
today* He did not want Burma to learn strife from India. They
should forget the ugly present, which he hoped was temporary,
and remember that India had won her freedom without blood-
shed. He had admitted that it was not non-violence of the brave
that India had practised. But, whatever it was, it had enabled
a mighty nation of forty crores to shake off the foreign yoke
Without bloodshed. It was the freedom of India that had brought
freedom to Burma and Ceylon. A nation that had won freedom
without the force of arms should be able to keep it too without
".'.'the. force of arms. This he said in spite of the fact that India had
^m amxy, a navy in the making and an air .force and these wdre
ftS^Pg developed still further. He was convinced that unless India